
CAS400 – Module: Political Order and Disorder in the Asia-Pacific (Fall 2019) 
 
In this module, we will explore how states impose political order and the consequences that can 
emerge from these efforts. Using select cases from the Asia-Pacific, this module specifically 
revolves around four related questions. First, when and how do states impose order? Second, are 
these efforts inherently problematic? Third, what can happen when political orders are perceived 
to be unjust? Finally, how can political orders be made more just? By beginning to answer these 
questions, students can begin to understand some of the recurring issues and conflicts in the 
region today.  
 
 
Class 1 – Imposing Legibility: State-making in Southeast Asia 
 
James Scott. 2009. The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast 
Asia. New Haven: Yale University Press. Chapters 2 and 5 (pp. 40-63, 127-177).  
 
Dan Slater and Diana Kim. 2015. “Standoffish States: Nonliterate Leviathans in Southeast Asia.” 
TRaNS: Trans-Regional and National Studies of Southeast Asia, vol.3, no. 1: 25-44.  
 
 
Class 2 – The Dark Side of Imposing Order: Violence in Communist Regimes 
 
Yang Su. 2011. Collective Killings in Rural China during the Cultural Revolution. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. Chapters 4 and 6 (pp. 94-124, 156-186) 
 
Rachel Jacobs. Working Paper. “Married by the Revolution: Forced Marriage as a Strategy of 
Control in Khmer Rouge Cambodia.”  
 
 
Class 3 – Disorder out of Order: Nationalist Movements in Asia 
 
Edward Aspinall. 2007. “From Islamism to nationalism in Aceh, Indonesia.” Nations and 
Nationalism, vol. 13, No. 2: 245-263. 
 
Thomas M. McKenna. 1998. Muslim Rulers and Rebels: Everyday Politics and Armed 
Separatism in the southern Philippines. Introduction, Chapter 7, and Chapter 10 (pp. 1-9, 138-
169, 234-268) 
 
 
Class 4 – Towards a (More) Just Order? Institutional Strategies for Managing Difference 
 
Baogang He. “Minority Rights with Chinese Characteristics” in Multiculturalism in Asia, edited 
by Will Kymlicka and Baogang He, pp. 57-80.  
 



Jacques Bertrand. 2010. “The Double-Edged Sword of Autonomy in Indonesia and the 
Philippines” in Multination States in Asia: Accommodation or Resistance. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, pp. 164-195.  


